UNH Launches First
Undergraduate Student
Managed Angel Fund on
East Coast
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JEFFREY SOHL, DIRECTOR OF UNH'S CENTER FOR VENTURE RESEARCH;UNH PRESIDENT
MARK HUDDLESTON; UNH PROVOST LISA MACFARLANE; AND DEBORAH MERRILL-SANDS,
DEAN OF THE UNH'S PAUL COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS; LOOK ON AS MEL
RINES '47 SIGNS PAPERS ESTABLISHING A STUDENT ANGEL INVESTMENT FUND IN HIS NAME.

Thanks to the expertise of the Center for Venture Research at the University of New
Hampshire, a committed team of four students and a generous donor, UNH will become
one of the first universities in the country to offer its undergraduate students the
opportunity to gain hands on experience in private equity markets and entrepreneurial
finance managing an angel investment fund.
The Mel Rines '47 Student Angel Investment Fund will be managed by students as part
of a two-credit class and supervised by Jeffrey Sohl, director of the Center for Venture
Research, as well as an advisory group of entrepreneurs and private equity investors
who will serve as mentors for the student angel analysts.
"We are grateful to have the support of an alumnus like Mel Rines," said UNH President
Mark Huddleston. "Mel's knowledge of the world of international investment banking is
matched only by his generosity. When presented with the idea of establishing this new
fund he immediately saw the value in it for our students and redirected an earlier more
general donation to the university. Mel is a great champion of our students and a great
friend to UNH."
Kendre Rodriguez, a junior majoring in business administration with a concentration in
entrepreneurial studies, was part of the team leading the charge in getting the fund
established. Currently participating in the Atkins Investment Group at UNH, which
focuses on investing in stocks rather than startups, Rodriguez was eager for this
additional experience.
"This is an incredible opportunity for students," said Rodriguez, noting that the selection
process for the first class is underway. "The term angel investing was coined at UNH in
the late 70s and the Center for Venture Research is the leading research institute on the
topic in the United States. There will be classroom work but we will spend a lot of our
time out of Durham, networking around New Hampshire and the region, and that's what
I believe will be really interesting for students. You see it on ABC's Shark Tank, but we'll
learn all the aspects of what goes into angel investing."
The first semester of the class will focus on education around startups as well as
meetings with local and regional angel investing groups, like E-coast, and the Alpha
Loft's new Accelerate NH program so students can gain experience and learn the steps
of due diligence before beginning to invest.
"It is so exciting to see this program come to fruition," said Deborah Merrill-Sands, dean
of UNH's Paul College of Business and Economics. "It offers our students an
opportunity for experiential learning in angel investing which will set them apart in the
marketplace. Bringing our alumni back to campus as advisors and coaches will allow
students to learn directly from people working in the start-up space."

•

WRITTEN BY:
Staff writer | Communications and Public Affairs

INNOVATION

UNH Today is produced for the UNH community and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.
MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

CONTACT US

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Follow us on YouTube
Follow us on Instagram
Find us on LinkIn
UNH Today RSS feeds
UNH Today • UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2022 • TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-735-2964 (Relay NH)
USNH Privacy Policies • USNH Terms of Use • ADA Acknowledgement

